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RURAL  DISTRICT  GOUNGIL 

Medical  Officer’s  Annual 
Report. 

liADiEs  AND  Genti-kmen,— I pi-eseut  to  yoi 
iny  atiiiuiil  report  for  the  yejir  1925. 

Katchal  .vnd  Social  Conditions  of  tiii 
AHE,\, 

The  Area  is  70,717  nrre.s  in  extoiit 

Population — At  the  census  of  1921  this  wn: 
8,570  luid  the  estimated  population  in  1925  wu: 
8,529 

Physical  Fe.\TURES  and  Reneral  oharnctei 
of  the  area.  BridRiiorth  Rural  District  is  ai 
agricultural  ai-ea  siin'onndiiig  the  Boixiugh  of 
Bridgnorth  and  i.s  roughly  divided  by  the  River 
Severn  which  runs  through  it  from  North  to 
South.  Oil  the  West  side  the  country  is  hilly 
and  includes  part  of  tlie  Bi  own  Clee  Hill  winch 
rises  to  1,805  feet  above  sea  level.  There  inhere 
a stone  quarry  and  comieoted  with  it  a cement 
work.s.  The  conutiy  is  well  watered.  On  the 
Hast  side  of  the  River  Severn  the  country  is 
flatter  It  is  also  well  watei'cd,  the  principal 
£tret.in  being  the  River  Worfe  which  enters  llie 
Severn  about  one  mile  above  Bridgnorth.  The 
three  most  populous  parishes  lie  on  this  side. 
Theroaiv  27  parishes  in  the  area. 

The  uutuber  of  inhabited  houses  in  the 

area  at  the  census  1021  w.is 2.026 

7110  number  of  families  or  separate 

Occupiers  at  the  census  1921  was 2,051 

The  rateable  value  is £44.877 

The  sum  ivpivseuted  by  a penny  rate  is  £180 

Social  Conditions. 

The  district  isahnostentirelycuuceiiieii  with 
jigricnlturo,  but  there  is  astoneqnurry  atDittoii 
Priors  and  a considerable  numberofcoal-ininers 
live  in  the  district,  mainly  in  Chehiiarsli,  and 
work  in  theadjacent  collierie-s  at  Higldey  and 
Kiiilet.  There  are  (io  coal  miuers  per  1,000 
males  in  the  district.  The  coal  mine  at 
Billingsley  is  now  closed. 

Tlie  district  is  on  the  whole,  tliiuly  populated 
having  only  0.1  persons  per  acre. 


Births 
Legitiinilte 
Illegitimate 
The  Birth  rah 

Deaths  57  50 

The  Death  rote  per  1. 000  popnlutioi 
No  women  died  in  orin  cciiseqiiei 


Deaths  li-oiii 
Deaths  from 
/mider2y 
H0SPITAI.S- 


Femiile  Total. 


(r' 


Authority 

CHEMICAL  WORKS. 
Lk(jisl.ation  IN  Force.— There  aro  no  bve- 
law  in  force  in  the  area. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 
AREA. 

Water.— The  mujority  of  hunses  in  the  area 
are  supplied  with  water  fiom  public  or  private 
wells  and  springs.  In  tho  village  of  Alvcley 
and  Woi-field  Ihere  arc  stand  pipe.i  for  the 
ipj>ly  of  water  which  is  pmnp^  up  fr 
sriiigs.  There  are  als  > partial  supplies 
utcr  from  springs  in  the  \ illages  of  Monkhop 
in,  Cleobiiry  North  and  Ditton  Priors.  In 
Oldbury  a few  bouses  are  supplied  witli  water 
from  the  Bridgnorth  Waterworks,  in  addition 
to  tlieir  own  .supplies  of  drinking  water.  The 
from  springs  and  wells  in  the  area 
)od  quality  and  it  is  only  ii 
seasons  that  tlieieisauy  shor 


General  Statistics. 

Area  (ucre.s)  

Population  (Census  1921, 
estimated  1925) 


ind 


8,570 

8,529 

2,026 


hole  of 
ceptionally  dr 
age  of  water. 


Streams— There  is  no  notable 
pollution  of  rivei-s  and  streams  in  tlie 
Dit.usAGE  AND  Sewerage— Sewagt 
field  18  cari-iefi  in  pipe?  for  some  distance  below 
the  village  and  ciilero  the  River  Worfe. 
lenenil  sewage  is  treated  locally  by  ih'uitiage 
'll  to  the  land. 

Closet  Accom.modatigns.— Pail  closets  and 
e^-pits  ui-e  largely  in  use  throughout  the  dis- 
riet.  A few  are  converted  to  earth  closet.s 
each  yeur. 

ScAVENGiNG  — There  is  no  public  scavenghn 
Refuse  is  disposed  of  on  the  land. 

IIY  iNSPECrOH  OP  the  Akb.l 
port  by  tho  Sanitary  Inspetitor  is  appended. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  eondirion  and  wn 

ippiy 


litary 

the  schools  is,  on  the  whole  fair, 
ichools  have  iKenelosed 
disea.se  in  ao.coi-dance  with  the  Men 
Dll  Closure  of  Schools 


There  is 


. WoIveihiimpUm,  KidderininsLi- 

o Isolation  Ilo.spital  in  the  distiict 
<111(1  iiiteetiuii.s  co-ses  iiix-  tivated  at  thei) 
homes. 

There  ha-s  b*ien  no  noteworthy  cause  ol  sick- 
ness during  the  fixe  years  niid  ihe  conditions 
occupation  are  not  pivjndieial  to  health. 

GENERAL  PRGYISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  provided  oi-  subsidized  bv  the  Lo<-(il 
Authority  or  Coniifv  Council. 

(1)  Tudehculosis — There  is  no  hospital  in 
the  area  but  suitable  l ases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculo-sisaie  treated  iii  the  Sanatorium 
at  Shiricxt  and  other  ronns  of  Tuberoulosis 
at  Ihe  Sliropshiro  Orthopiedic  Ho.spital  at 
08we.slr3-. 

(2)  Maternity.— Cas* 

or  in  hospitals  in  adji 

(3)  Children,— There 

pital  in  the  area. 

(4)  Fever — There  i.s  no  Isolation  Hospital 
in  the  area  or  nrrungement  with  any  ad- 
jacent area  for  treatment  of  cases  of  infec- 
tions di-seose.  Ceases  are  isolated  in  their 
homes,  but  in  suitable  cases  this  has  been 
done  by  mean.s  of  tents. 

(5)  Smallpox. — Isolation  of  cases  of  small- 
pox xvill  be  niidertnl.eu  by  the  County 
Authorities  if  they  arise. 

There  i.s  no  institutional  provision  for  un- 
married mothers,  illegitimate  infants  or  home- 
lescs  ohildroa  other  than  the  Bridgnorth  Union 
Workhouse. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  is  a Red  Ci-oss  AmbnlanceiiiBridg- 
I,  ... -..-.1  «-i. oofcrtse.s 


I treated  a 
no  childrei 


ivailable  fore 


n th  which 

of  accident - 

Clinics  and  Treatment  CENTHEa 
Thero  is  a Welfare  Centre  in  Bridgnorth 
which  is  also  used  as  aceiitrefor  the  Sliropshiro 
OrthopjDdic  Hospital  and  as  a Tubenmlosis 
Centro.  The  profe.ssional  services  at  the  Centre 
are  provided  by  tho  County  Cunncil  which  also 
ooQtribnte.s  to  the  upkeep. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Auth- 
ority. There  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector  who  is 
a whole  time  ofRcial.  The  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  a part  time  olficei-. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home  — 
Thero  ere  district  nurses  working  in  the  follow- 
lug  districts  Alveley,  Cillingsley,  Bnrwarton, 
UJaverley  Cleobury  North,  Deuxhill,  Oldbim-, 
Sidbnrj',  Worfield  and  part  of  Astlpy  Abbotts. 
During  epidemics  of  Measles,  etc.,  a nurse  is 
available  on  aupliciitioii  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health- 
Midwives. 

Thera  is  no  subsidy  ti 


HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Co.vditions  in  • 
Area. 

General  Housing  Conditions.— Tin 
^eiUiallyaMtrolniea.oiiehairofthe  malepopu- 
g engaged  in  ngi  icnkiii-e,  nlthoiigh 
Illy  233  xvorkers  in  agricnltnro  per 
1.  It  is  thorofore  natural  lliat  ther 

irge  villages  and  that  laboiii 
dwellings  are  largely  isolated-  The  majoi  ity 
old  hnildiiigs  of  brick  or  saiidstone  but  ’ 
iirighbuiiihood  of  (he  Clee  Hill  iliei-ea 
many  of  stone  and  some  nuKleni  divelliiv^s 
mciele.  Nearly  half  of  Ihe  oroupied  houses 
y 3-4  i-oom  cottages  and  over  65  per  cent 
o ixxnn  dwellings. 

(2a)  Extent  op  Shortage  of  Hoi'se.s— 
At  the  census  ofJ921  Ihcro  wa.s  a shoi  cage  of 
25  houses,  the  iiiiniber  ol  separate  dwelhn-c 
being  2026.  As  the  population  i.s  a falling  oiii 
and  11  new  house.s  have  been  erocted.  xvliile 
three  have  been  closed  in  ihe  last  five  \ 
this  shortage  should  Imx'e  been  tednceil. 

(2b)  No  .special  mea.snres  h-ive  been  V.ik 
are  cuiitemplaied  to  meet  this  shoitage. 

(3)  Changes  in  Poi*uc.ation — Tliere 
decrease  xvhich  is  mainly  due  (o  niigrn 
Dui-iiig  the  pei'iod  1911—1921  there  was  u 
ol  1,215  person.s  bj-  migration  which  was 
liarlly  haluoced  by  a gain  of  652  bv  e:.ce 
birihs  over  deatlis  in  ilie  same  period.  The 
decrease  is  lik-ly  to  coiii-inno  as  no  neiv  i 
ti  ie-shave  been  si^n  it-d  in  the  area  and  the  birth 
ratecontinne.s  to  fall. 

II.  OVEHCnoWDlNO. 

(1)  Extent— There  is  some  overcrowding 
bur  not  to  n serious  e.-itenU  About  66  per 
of  (ho  families  lixe  in  3-5  room  dxvellhig> 
the  axt-ragesize  of  fannlic.s  is  1-1  pei 
The  ax-prage  of  rooms  per  person  is  1.30  which 
IS  slightly  above  the  avero.;,e  of  the  combined 
Rural  Disirii-ts  of  Shrojwhire.  The  nnmbei 
of  rooms  per  person  varies  greatly  in  dilTereu. 
piiiTslie,s.  being  1.00  in  DiUoii  Priors  and  2 7; 
in  Eardington. 

2)  Causes. — Few  nexv  houses  have  beer 
eivcUxl  ill  the  last  ten  yeai-s  and  the  social  con- 
duion  of  the  agriculUirnl  labourer  has  iio( 
unproved. 

1 3)  No  special  measiire.s  have  been  titkea  01 
iitemplated  fur  dealing  with  overorowd- 


mg. 


i of 


III— Fitness  of  Houses.’ 

Genenil  stuiidaix]  of  hoitsiny 
There  nro  u mmiber  of  working-class 
dwellings  which,  though  not  miHt  for  habita- 
tion are  old  and  difficult  to  keep  in  rcpaii 
(lb)  General  character  of  defects  loin 
rist  in  unfit  houses.  These  aro  mainly  di 
dehxpidalion  and  decay. 

do)  There  have  been  « 
fects 


lal  to  find 


xvhero  de- 
t and 


ants  in  tlie.sc  houses. 

(2)  General  action  taken  as  rogaitls  unfit 
houses  under: — 

I The  Public  Health  Acts There  Inis 

been  no  general  action. 

) The  Housing  Acts.  There  have  Iwen 
no  closing  orders  in  1925. 

Difficulties  in  roinedying  nnfltiiess 
Owners  have  gcuerolly  been  willing  to  carry 

out  nectuisaiy  repairs  miH  .i»,  /- 

have  had  to  be  taken 
have  had  to  be  dealt 
{4l  Water  supply  of  hunses  is  chiefly  by 
wells  and  aprings  and  only  in  a few 
“ ion  supply 


instance 
for  part 
Two  • 


inidwives  by  the  LcK'al 


public 

villages 

e.s  liuxe  been  connected 
ig  the  year 
disposed  of  on  the  land  by  the 


earth 


Refuse 
tenants. 

IV.— Unhealthy  Areas. 

There  has  been  no  compluiot  of 
tatioii  us  to  an  unhealthy  area, 
y*— Bye-Laws  relating  to  houses,  houses  let 
lu  lodgings,  teiitavaus,  sheds,  etc.  There  are 


r represen 


£180 


No.  of  inhabited  houses  (1921) 

No.  of  families  or  separate 

occitpie.s  (1921)  

Rateable  value 

Sum  ropre.sented  by  a penny 

rate  

Housing. 

Nninber  of  new  honse.s  erected  durini 
year: — 

(a)  Total  (inclitdiiig  iiumliers 
given  separately  under  (b 

(b)  With  State  assistance  nnder 
the  Housing  .Acts; 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ... 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  perooiis  None 
L— Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspect  ion  — (1 1 Total  number  of 
dxvelling  honse-s  inspected  lor 
housing  defecLs  (under  Public 
Heiihh  or  Hoii.siiig  Actsi 

(2)  Number  of  dxvelling  houses 

which  were  inspected  and  re- 
coided  under  the  Housing  (In- 
spection of  District)  Regulation.s 
1910.  or  the  Hou.sing  Con.soli- 
dated  Regulations,  1925 

(3)  Number  of  dwell!  ng  bouses 
found  to  be  in  a stale  so  daiiger- 
ons  or  injiii  inns  to  health  as  to 
be  iiiiHt  forhnmim  habitation  .. 

(4)  Nninber  of  dwelling  house.s 

lexclusixe  of  those  i-elerred  to 
undei  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respeefs 
reasonably  fit  for  hnaiau  habi- 
tation  None 

2.— Remedy  op  Defects  Without  Service 
:)F  Formal  Notices. 

Nnmlier  of  defective  dwelling 
house.s  rendereii  fit  in  conse- 
qneiicc  ol  informal  action  by  the 
Local  AuthorityortheirOfficers  ] 

3 — Action  under  Statutory  .Powers. 

A — Proceedings  under  section  3 of 
the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

Ill  Number  of  dxx’elHng  house.s 
in  respect  of  xvhich  notice-s  xvere 
served  ivipiiring  repaii-s 
(2i  Numlier  of  dxvelling  houses 
xx'hk’h  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  foi  iniil  notices 

(a)  By  Owners  

lb)  Hv  Local  Authority  in 

deOmIt  of  Oxvnero  

1 3)  Number  of  dxvelling  honse-siii 
i^pect  (if  which  Closing  Orders 


g hoiLses  ii 


of  decla|wtioiis  b^’  oxvnera  of  in- 

Ik — Procewlings  iindci-  the  Public 
Health  AuLs. 

(li  Nuinberofdxvellin, 
i-espect  of  which  no 
served  requiring  defects  to  he 
roinedied  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in 
which  defects  xvere  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  uorieess: 

(a)  Bv  Oxvnero  

(b)  Dj'  Local  Authority  in 

def.iult  of  Owners  

C. — Piocci-dings  under  Section.?  11, 
14  and  1.3  of  the  Housing  Act.  1925. 
(7  ‘ Nnmlier  of  representarioii.s 
iiiiide  xvith  11  x !exv  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Oi-dei-s  

(2)  Number  of  dxvelling  house.s  in 
I'espect  of  xvhich  Clo.siiig  Oiders 

(2-  Niimberoi'dxvellitig  house.s  in 
respect  of  xvliich  Closing  Ordero 
were  determined,  the  dxx-elling 
houses  have  been  rendeml  fit... 
(4)  Number  of  dxx-cIliug  liou.ses 
in  re.spect  of  xvhich  Demolition 

Oi-deis  xvere  made  

(5.  Number  of  dxvelling  hoiiNes 
demolished  in  pnr.snance  o| 
Demolition  Oideis 


Inspection  and  Scperv's 
A— Milk  Supply. 

The  milk  pn.dueed  within  the  ai-ea 
thcxvholeofgoodqniility.  As  this 
rural  uiea  vei-y  little  milk  is 
ght  into  the  area  The  collection 
lid  dispatch  of  milk  to  huge  towns 

■asionally  makes  it  difficult  for 
poorer  families  in  the  district  to  ob- 
tain inlemnite  supplies  of  milk. 

(i)  No  action  has  licen  taken  os 
to  Tuberculosis  .Milk  and  Tnb- 
eiculoais  Cattle. 

(ii)  Number  of  licenses  grant-ed 

for  the  sale  of  milk  under  special 
disigiiation  ..  

(iii)  Refn.Hal  or  roxwatiou  of  re- 
gistruUon  of  retailers  or  of 
license-s  for  graded  milk 

(iv)  Thor©  have  been  iiobacterio- 
logical  HXuminatiuiis  of  milk. 

B— Me.at. 

(I)  luspectiun  at  the  time  of 
slaughter  is  carried  out  by  the 
Sanitary  laspeotor.  As  the 
area  is  entirely  rural  and  of 
consideroble  extent  it  is  impos- 
sible xvith  his  present  means  of 
transport  to  do  Ihisadequateh'. 

(i)  Tho  Public  Health  (Meat) 
Regulations,  1924,  are  fairly 
'veil  carried  out 

(iii)  There  are  no  Public  Slaugh- 
ter Houses. 

PnivATB  Siaughterhouses 


C — Other  Foods. 

The  bakehouses  in  the  district  are  regularly 
Inspected  and  are  xvell  kept- 

D —There  have  been  no  cases  of  food  poison- 
ing reported  in  the  area. 

E.— Sale  of  Food  .and  Drugs  Acts..— No 
action  has  been  taken. 

Prevalence  of.  and  Control  over,  Infec- 
tious Disease-s. 

Infectious  di.sease.s  generally-. 

In  1921  there  was  a small  epidemic  of  Diph- 
theria but  for  the  la-Ht  two  j-ears  the  area  has 
been  practically  free  of  Dyphlheria. 

Thero  xvas  a small  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever 
seatteied  oases  folloxx-ed  throughout 
19L2  bill  lexv  cases  have  been  reported  in  the 
last  three  years. 

There  have  been  three  case.s  of  Encephalitis 
Lethargica  notified  in  the  last  three  vsaro,  one 
of  them  lieiiig  lutal. 

It  i.s  doubtful  if  all  cases  of  Pneumonia  are 
notified. 

Examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriolog- 
kal  specimens  is  undertaken  by  Birmingham 
Umx-ersity  Laboratories  and  these  facilities  are 
well  used.  No  use  lias  been  inadeof  the  Schick 
or  Dick  tests. 

No  vaccinations  hax'e  been  performed  under 
the  Public  Health  iSmallpox  Prevention) 
Regulations  1917 

Notifiable  Diseases  (Other  than  Tuber 
L’Losis)  During^  THE  Ye-ar  1925. 


Disease. 
Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fe 
Diphtheria 


Eul 


Total 


. Nil 


admitted  to  Total 
Hospital.  Death.s- 


Fever  Nil 


Puerperal  Fever  Nil 
Pueiimonia  ...  1 

Erj’sipelus  ...  2 
Bncepha litis 
Lethargica  ...  1 

Tuberculosis. 

Nexv  Ca.ses  and  Mortaliti'  <hii 


Totul.s  2 


? been  takei 


1 


Health  'Pi-eveatioii  c 
ens,  192-5. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever 
!■  Oplithalmia  Neonatorum  during  the  year- 
I am  geiitleineii,  j’our  obed’ent  -serx'aiit, 

L.  E.  DICKSON, 
Medical  Officer  op  Hbaoth. 
2III1  September,  1926. 

Account  of  Saiiitarj’  Work  for  year  ending 
3Ist  Dec'ember,  1925. 
limber  of  hunses  inspected  during  the 
nl^ix-e  period  either  in  coimection 
xvith  outbreaks  of  infectious  dis- 
ease or  ill  consequence  of  complaints 
or  in  the  c-onrse  of  n sj’stemalic  sani- 
tary survey  763 

Nuiu'ier  of  legal  notices  sent  None 

Number  of  informal  notices  seat  ...  101 

Number  or.sncli  notices  complied  with  lUl 

Pdrticniai-s  of  Sanitary  matters  referi  wl  to 
the  above  notices. 

) Houses  to  be  disinfected  alter  In- 
fectious disease  ...  in 

(b)  Deficient  i 
apply  ... 

(c)  Nexv  drain; 
old  ones  ai 


(d)  Nei 


o he 
aided  . 


liable  water 
ustriicted  or 


(e)  Hon; 


be  provided  or  old 
iiieiided  in  construction  ... 
damp  or  dirty  oriidmittiDg 
rom  or  weather  or  otherxvise  in  a 

bad  saiiitar3’  condition  

Offensive  uc'Cnmulations  of  all 

kinds  ..  

AniinaUso  kept  os  tobea  nuisance 
ie.s  disinfected  after  iniections  dis- 

e.  other  than  Phthisis  

Houses  disinfected  in  cases  of  Phthisis 
•ie.s  <x)iiverted  into  eartli  closet.s  ... 
airs  to  public  pumps  and  wells  ... 
atexvellsreconstrnctedorimproved 


3 


Inspection  of  Dairies,  Coxvsheds  and  Milk- 
-shops  for  year  ending  31st  Drocinber,  1926. 
iiiiber  ot  Coxvsheds  and  Alilksliops  on 

register  ...  nq 

iber  of  Retailers  on  register  ...  2 

ber  of  In.speetioiis  ...  ...  ...  47 

Infects  found  n 

iber  ofiiotires  verbal  and  xvritteii  14 
iber  of  these  complied  with  ...  14 

iber  ol  Slaughtei'houses  on  register  8 

Number  of  inspections  made  36 

Number  of  defects  found  7 

Nninber  of  defects  remedied  7 

Inspections  of  W'ork.shops  and  Workplaces. 
Numlier  of  Workshops  and  Bakehouses 
on  register  ...  ...  ...  ..  28 

Nuinbei' of  inspections  mode  ...  18 

Number  of  notices  xvritteu  and  vert»i  16 

Number  complied  with  10 

I am,  Mr.Chairiiiuii,  LadiesaudGciitleiiien, 
your  obedieot  servant, 

DAVID  C.  YOUNGER, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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